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This  For  the People Act  o f  2021 addresses voter  access,
e lect ion in tegr i ty  and secur i ty ,  campaign f inance,  and eth ics
for  the three branches of  government .

Speci f ica l ly ,  the For  the People Act  expands voter  reg is t ra t ion
(e.g. ,  automat ic  and same-day reg is t ra t ion)  and vot ing access
(e.g. ,  vote-by-mai l  and ear ly  vot ing) .  I t  a lso l imi ts  removing
voters  f rom voter  ro l ls .

The For  the People Act  requi res s tates to  establ ish
independent  red is t r ic t ing commiss ions to  carry  out
congress ional  red is t r ic t ing.

Addi t ional ly ,  the For  the People Act  sets  for th  prov is ions
re la ted to  e lect ion secur i ty ,  inc lud ing shar ing in te l l igence
informat ion wi th  s ta te e lect ion of f ic ia ls ,  suppor t ing s tates in
secur ing the i r  e lect ion systems,  develop ing a nat ional
s t ra tegy to  protect  U.S.  democrat ic  inst i tu t ions,  estab l ish ing
in the leg is la t ive branch the Nat ional  Commiss ion to  Protect
Uni ted States Democrat ic  Inst i tu t ions,  and other  prov is ions to
improve the cybersecur i ty  o f  e lect ion systems.

Fur ther ,  the For  the People Act  addresses campaign f inance,
inc lud ing by expanding the prohib i t ion on campaign spending
by fore ign nat ionals ,  requi r ing addi t ional  d isc losure of
campaign-re la ted fundra is ing and spending,  requi r ing
addi t ional  d isc la imers regard ing cer ta in  po l i t ica l  adver t is ing,
and establ ish ing an a l ternat ive campaign funding system for
cer ta in  federa l  o f f ices.

The For  the People Act  addresses eth ics in  a l l  three branches
of  government ,  inc lud ing by requi r ing a code of  conduct  for
Supreme Cour t  Just ices,  prohib i t ing Members of  the House
from serv ing on the board of  a  for -prof i t  ent i ty ,  and
establ ish ing addi t ional  conf l ic t -o f - in terest  and eth ics
prov is ions for  federa l  employees and the Whi te  House.

The For  the People ACt  requi res the Pres ident ,  the Vice
Pres ident ,  and cer ta in  candidates for  those of f ices to  d isc lose
10 years of  tax re turns.
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The For  the People Act  o f  2021 wi l l  be one of  the most  consequent ia l  p ieces of  leg is la t ion of  our  t ime and i ts  fa te in  the
Senate is  the l inchpin for  both par t ies ’  fa te  in  the midterm e lect ions.  H.R.  1  and i ts  companion b i l l  in  the Senate,  S1,
e loquent ly  s ta te the case and the so lut ion for  the most  expansive overhaul  o f  our  e lect ions s ince the Vot ing Rights  Act  o f
1965.  In  i t ,  leg is la tors  put  for th  a v is ion of  democracy that  estab l ishes automat ic  and same-day voter  reg is t ra t ion,  creates
a vers ion of  publ ic  f inanc ing of  campaigns,  pr ior i t izes voter  and c iv ic  engagement  educat ion for  minors,  reduces
pol i t ic izat ion of  the red is t r ic t ing process,  increases t ransparency in  campaign f inance,  s t rengthens eth ics laws for  federa l
of f ices,  and,  most  impor tant ly ,  sh ie lds marg ina l ized voters  f rom widespread voter  suppress ion inc lud ing restor ing the
f ranchise for  those who have been convic ted of  fe lony of fenses.  I ts  breadth is  massive and wi l l  redef ine the way the
Amer ican people engage in  democracy.  How the Republ ican Par ty  contends wi th  i ts  opposi t ion and the Democrat ic  Par ty
wie lds i ts  renewed st rength wi l l  determine whether  Amer icans wi l l  choose to  preserve democrat ic  inst i tu t ions or  whether  we
wi l l  opt  to  rec la im democracy i tse l f .  

We a l l  recognize the s ign i f icant  window that  a  change of  admin is t ra t ion accompanied by a major i ty—no mat ter  how s l im—in
both chambers br ings.  I t  is  expected,  however ,  that  leg is la tors  wi l l  determine just  how wide that  window is  and shepherd
through i ts  most  press ing and urgent  pr ior i t ies .  This  v iew is  outdated and does not  re f lect  the speed wi th  which we obta in
in format ion,  for  bet ter  or  worse.  To mainta in  and s t rengthen the i r  major i ty ,  Democrats  must  d isp lay a cer ta in  for t i tude to
remove a l l  barr iers  to  see the For  the People Act  and other  key rac ia l  equi ty  leg is la t ion through to  passage.  Conversely ,
for  the r ight  to  secure any g l impse of  power over  the next  f ive years,  Senate Republ icans must  exer t  a l l  opposi t ional  force
to s top i t  in  i ts  t racks.  The oppor tun i ty  o f  th is  moment  and the fu ture of  Pres ident  B iden’s  equi ty  agenda wi l l  be determined
by Democrats ’  wi l l ingness to  d isrupt  the f ic t ion of  the pol icy  window and re lent less ly  f ight  for  the pol icy  changes the i r
voters  expect .  

Specia l  Edit ion 
The Black Track

Winning comes wi th  responsib i l i ty  and an obl igat ion for  temperance;  those
are qual i t ies  of  good leadership.  Yet ,  wi th  major i t ies  in  both the House and
Senate,  the Democrat ic  Par ty  is  be ing goaded to  be l ieve that  winn ing is  a
l iab i l i ty  requi r ing that  they sacr i f ice the i r  bo ldest  ob ject ives for  du lcet
uni ty .  The Republ ican Par ty  is  not  in  search of  un i ty .  They are hoping to
prevent  the massive ro l lback of  power that  is  poss ib le  when economic
insecur i ty ,  soc ia l  unrest ,  and pol i t ica l  oppor tun i ty  converge.  The last  t ime
we were faced wi th  these condi t ions,  inc lud ing a t r i fecta of  Democrat ic
leadership,  the country ’s  most  progress ive pol ic ies for  B lack people were
passed:  the Civ i l  R ights  Act  o f  1964 and the Vot ing Rights  Act  o f  1965.  I t  is
t ime to  do i t  again.  

On the For the People Act of 2021: We must go
big or go home!
By: Candace Bacchus Hollingsworth, Co-founder of
Our Black Party

 

The views expressed in this article are  the views of the writer, and are not
endorsed by the Office of African American Affairs.  
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The stakes are high for  both part ies and for  Black people.

 January 6th opened many Amer icans eyes to  what  B lack people have known forever :  when faced wi th  threats  to  the i r
presumpt ion of  power,  Whi te  people wi l l  take every avai lab le measure to  secure the i r  pos i t ion.  I t  is  in  th is  way that  those
who are mount ing the i r  a t tacks on the For  the People Act  are not  very  d i f ferent  f rom those who stormed the Capi to l  on that
day.  Sedi t ion is ts  bes ieged the Capi to l  to  undermine a va l id  e lect ion whi le  e lected s tate representat ives are c lever ly  us ing the
ru le  of  law to  fur ther  erode vot ing r ights  in  hopes of  shaping fu ture e lect ions.  They both employ the same arguments that
measures to  expand democracy are,  a t  once,  unconst i tu t ional ,  and b la tant  a t tacks on s tates ’  r ights .  S ince the 2020 genera l
e lect ion,  33 s tates have proposed near ly  200 b i l ls  a imed at  rest r ic ted the r ight  to  vote by requi r ing voter  ident i f icat ion,
l imi t ing access to  absentee bal lo ts ,  rest r ic t ing ear ly  vot ing,  and prohib i t ing the use of  drop box locat ions to  de l iver
completed bal lo ts .  These b i l ls  are ef for ts  to  secure power for  Republ ican- led leg is la tures and d is t r ic ts  and i f  successfu l ,  they
wi l l  b lock access to  the bal lo t  and del iberate ly  d isenf ranchise mi l l ions of  voters .
 
Wi th  the e lect ion of  Senators  Warnock and Ossof f  and the subsequent  passage of  i ts  h igh ly  rest r ic t ive vot ing law,  Georg ia
stands as a va l iant  example of  the paradox of  our  Amer ican ex is tence.  B lack people,  when organized and when possess ing a
fu l ler  scope of  our  ina l ienable r ights ,  can upset  the wor ld  wi th  which many are fami l iar :  the one where we are
disenfranchised and d isengaged.  Yet ,  the legacy of  s lavery and s tates ’  r ights  a l lows our  s ta te governments to  advance
oppress ion wi th  an unapologet ic  major i ty  vote.  Texas is  not  far  behind,  showing us the f ierceness of  the i r  Republ ican Par ty ’s
commitment  to  cr ipp l ing reproduct ive r ights .

The progress ion of  the For  the People Act  through the Senate is  just  as impor tant  as i ts  content .  The For  the People Act
establ ishes the const i tu t ional  ob l igat ions to  the Amer ican people and def t ly  h igh l ights  the fa i lures of  key ru l ings l ike Ci t izens
Uni ted and Shelby County v .  Holder  in  guard ing the publ ic  in terest .  The context  presented in  the House Bi l l  makes an
undeniable connect ion between the reforms i t  proposes,  and the r ights  owed to  a l l  o f  us.  Mainta in ing th is  language in  the
approved b i l l  would be a s tep toward recreat ing the record and set t ing the precedent  for  chal lenging the perce ived
inf lex ib i l i ty  o f  our  laws.  

And i t  is  on th is  in f lex ib i l i ty—the Amer ican way—that  the fa te of  each par ty  in  the midterm e lect ions rests .  2022 wi l l  be a
f ight  o f  pr inc ip les and wi thout  the actual  threat  o f  tw ice- impeached former Pres ident  Trump,  the Democrat ic  Par ty  must
demonstrate i t  is  just  as wi l l ing to  use the ru le  of  law to  win for  the common good.  Republ ican voters  are a l ready mot ivated
for  midterm e lect ions fo l lowing the in tense 2020 e lect ions and the events  of  January 6th.  They are mot ivated to  not  on ly
regain power as a major i ty ,  but  to  rep lace representat ives wi th  compromised loyal ty .  The only  match for  the i r  fervor  is  for
Democrat ic  and independent  voters  to  be ign i ted wi th  exc i tement  rooted in  the pr idefu l  opt imism that  on ly  accompl ishment
can br ing,  and i t  w i l l  requi re  a depar ture f rom what  many th ink Biden’s  ca l l  for  un i ty  means.  The For  the People Act  is
necessar i ly  bo ld and progress ive and demands that  even the most  moderate Democrat  exerc ise the i r  most  dar ing not ions of
what  po l i t ica l  responsib i l i ty  looks l ike.  

I t  is  easy to  mis take a ca l l  for  un i ty  as a mandate to  quel l  d isagreement .  At  i ts  core,  i t  is  a  ca l l  for  c iv i l  d iscourse amid
disagreement .  When i t  comes to  issues that  a im to  undo the harms of  oppress ion,  however ,  any ca l l  for  urgency is  v iewed as
unciv i l .  Democrats  must  endure and qui te  f rank ly  ignore dec larat ions of  inc iv i l i ty  to  lead the For  the People Act  to  passage.
They must  ignore perce ived pol icy  windows and create the oppor tun i ty  for  th is  leg is la t ion and others l ike i t  to  s tar t  to  rea l ize
our  v is ion of  democracy.  That  v is ion is  not  wedded to  the inst i tu t ions as we know them. In  fact ,  i t  requi res us to  re imagine
those inst i tu t ions in  ways that  suppor t  democracy and the pr inc ip les we say we hold dear .  That  fu ture begins wi th  removal  o f
the f i l ibuster  and rev is ing the ru les that  requi re  a supermajor i ty  for  c lo ture.  

On th is  issue,  Senators  Manchin (D-WV) and Sinema (D-AZ) have i t  wrong.  Any senator  unwi l l ing to  create the condi t ions to
real ize a complete democracy is  on ly  wedded to  power.  In  an emai l  to  const i tuents ,  S inema is  quoted as say ing,  “ re ta in ing
the leg is la t ive f i l ibuster  is  not  meant  to  impede the th ings we want  to  get  done.  Rather ,  i t ’s  meant  to  protect  what  the Senate
was des igned to  be. ”  Thei r  e f for ts  to  protect  the f i l ibuster  are undermin ing the publ ic  in terest  and the mora l  imperat ive to
restore,  protect ,  and defend the very bas is  o f  our  democracy.  That  bas is  is  not  found in  the contours of  the Const i tu t ion.  I t  is
found in  the sp i r i t  o f  i t—that  we,  the people,  estab l ish just ice in  order  to  form a more per fect  un ion.  Abandoning the pursu i t
o f  per fect ion in  order  to  honor  a past  that  thr ived on in just ice reveals  more of  our  representat ives ’  commitment  to  power than
to the Amer ican people.
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