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Once a decade,  s ta tes are tasked wi th  drawing the l ines
that  make up the s tate leg is la t ive and congress ional
boundar ies.  Whi le  map drawing isn ’ t  the most  exc i t ing of
po l i t ica l  pr ior i t ies ,  th is  process of  drawing and redrawing
the State Senate,  State House of  Representat ives,  and
Congress ional  Dis t r ic ts  for  New Mexico has major
impl icat ions on vot ing and representat ion.  

I f  you are fami l iar  wi th  the term gerrymander ing,  then you
might  a l ready have an idea of  how redis t r ic t ing can af fect
the vote dur ing e lect ions.  The process of  redrawing the
l ines of  each d is t r ic t  can ra ise major  quest ions about
fa i rness,  equi ty ,  and par t isanship.  An ideal  red is t r ic t ing
process wi l l  pr ior i t ize the preservat ion of  communi t ies of
in terest ,  mainta in  vot ing power for  BIPOC voters ,  and
prevent  gerrymander ing and par t isan d is t r ic ts .  However ,
red is t r ic t ing has h is tor ica l ly  been used to  manipulate
pol i t ica l  boundar ies in  order  to  favor  a  cer ta in  po l i t ica l
par ty ,  ind iv idual ,  or  const i tuency over  another .

There are a few common cr i ter ia  that  s ta tes must  fo l low throughout  the red is t r ic t ing process s tar t ing wi th  equal  populat ion.
Representat ion is  based on populat ion,  meaning the more people in  an area the more representat ives i t  gets .  When
populat ions grow or  shr ink throughout  the s tate,  d is t r ic t  l ines must  accommodate the representat ion for  that  growth or
dec l ine.  The other  cr i ter ia  are cont igu i ty ,  meaning d is t r ic ts  should be phys ica l ly  ad jacent ,  compactness,  const i tuents  should
l ive near  each other ,  and mainta ins communi t ies of  in terest ,  which groups people based on common pol i t ica l ,  soc ia l ,  or
economic in terest  -  more on th is  la ter .  

New Mexico is  one of  f ive s tates that  have an independent  adv isory commit tee that  ass is ts  the leg is la ture in  wi thdrawing
state l ines.  The New Mexico Ci t izen Redis t r ic t ing Commit tee is  an independent ,  non-par t isan body tasked to  develop and
propose d is t r ic t  maps for  New Mexico ’s  Congress ional  de legat ion,  the New Mexico Senate,  the New Mexico House of
Representat ives,  and the Publ ic  Educat ion Commiss ion.  This  independent  commit tee is  commit ted to  proposing d is t r ic t  l ines
that  are drawn fa i r ly  through a t ransparent ,  open,  and par t ic ipatory  process that  a l low New Mexican voters  to  choose the i r
e lected representat ives,  not  the other  way around.

The chal lenge faced by Black and Afr ican-Amer ican communi t ies dur ing red is t r ic t ing is  mainta in ing Black in f luence in
e lect ions.  This  is  why the requi rement  to  mainta in  communi t ies of  in terest  is  so impor tant .  When communi t ies of  in terest  are
recognized,  BIPOC neighborhoods,  prec incts ,  and c i t ies  have the oppor tun i ty  to  be conta ined wi th in  one d is t r ic t ,  increas ing
the l ike l ihood of  a  candidate that  represents  the va lues of  that  communi ty  be ing e lected.

Conta in ing nearby communi t ies of  in terest  wi th in  one d is t r ic t  may create a major i ty -minor i ty  d is t r ic t .  Major i ty -minor i ty
d is t r ic ts  are where the major i ty  o f  the vot ing-age populat ion belongs to  a s ing le minor i ty ,  which a l lows minor i ty  voters  to
e lect  the i r  candidate of  choice.  The problems ar ise when d is t r ic ts  are drawn that  l imi t  minor i ty  populat ions,  making i t  near ly
impossib le  to  have minor i ty  in f luence dur ing an e lect ion,  or  pack minor i t ies  wi th in  just  a  couple of  d is t r ic ts ,  l imi t ing the
number of  candidates who could be e lected by minor i ty  voters .
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In  New Mexico,  the b iggest  issue is  the scarc i ty  o f  d is t r ic ts  where
there are h igh Black and Afr ican-Amer ican populat ions and hav ing
vot ing in f luence across mul t ip le  d is t r ic ts  is  even more se ldom. Ci t ies
l ike Albuquerque,  Hobbs,  Clov is ,  Roswel l ,  A lamogordo,  and the i r
accompanying d is t r ic ts  are some of  the few areas where Black and
Afr ican-Amer ican populat ion is  h igh enough to  create e lect ion
inf luence,  but  s t i l l  too low to  create a minor i ty-major i ty  d is t r ic t  based
sole ly  on the Black populat ion.  However ,  that  doesn’ t  mean that  the
BIPOC voters  don’ t  have the abi l i ty  to  command representat ion in
the i r  d is t r ic t .  
Another  way major i ty -minor i ty  d is t r ic ts  can be obta ined is  to  create
boundar ies where at  least  55% of  the populat ion are people of  co lor .
This  is  much more achievable in  New Mexico because of  our  s ta te ’s
mul t icu l tura l  landscape which would have d is t r ic ts  inc lud ing a
major i ty  o f  the Hispanic /Lat inx,  Ind igenous and Nat ive-Amer ican,
Asian-Amer ican and Paci f ic  Is lander ,  and mixed-race populat ions in
addi t ion to  Black and Afr ican-Amer ican voters .  
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Maps dur ing th is  year 's  Ci t izen Redis t r ic t ing Commit tee proposed by the New Mexico Black Voters  Col laborat ive help ident i fy  the
Black and Afr ican-Amer ican communi t ies of  in terest  and the i r  vot ing power whi le  maps proposed by the Center  for  Civ ic  Pol icy  have
focused on creat ing as many major i ty -minor i ty  d is t r ic ts  as poss ib le  by grouping severa l  BIPOC communi t ies wi th in  many d is t r ic ts .  

Whi le  the Ci t izen Redis t r ic t ing Commit tee is  responsib le  for  cons ider ing publ ic  commentary on maps and d is t r ic t  l ines,  i t  is  the
leg is la ture that  wi l l  have the f ina l  say.  Lawmakers wi l l  gather  in  the roundhouse dur ing a specia l  sess ion in  December to  d iscuss
redis t r ic t ing and the map proposals  that  are a resul t  o f  the Ci t izen Redis t r ic t ing Commit tee meet ings.  A major i ty  vote wi l l  dec ide i f
the new l ines wi l l  be adopted.

Publ ic  invo lvement  in  th is  process is  not  on ly  necessary but  cr i t ica l  in  order  to  conf i rm that  B lack and Afr ican Amer ican
representat ion is  protected and increased wherever  poss ib le .  The abi l i ty  to  d iscuss and argue how we bel ieve our  communi t ies and
res idents  should be represented on these maps is  not  someth ing to  be taken l ight ly ,  as i t  can d ic ta te the power of  our  vo ices at  the
State and Federa l  leve l  for  10 years.

Black and Afr ican-Amer ican New Mexicans have h is tor ica l ly  been exc luded f rom these k inds of  dec is ions that  have ser ious
impl icat ions on our  communi t ies.  Cont inual ly  we are to ld  that  our  numbers are too smal l  or  ins ign i f icant  to  create an impact  in  our
state.  This  dangerous way of  th ink ing cont inues to  d isenf ranchise us,  deny us equal  representat ion,  and min imize the over  42,000
Black and Afr ican Amer icans that  ca l l  New Mexico the i r  home.  
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